Task 1 - Reflective essay
Word length: 2500 words +-10%
Minimum of 8 academic references - APA 7

Task description
1. (500 words)
Choose an object or image (Can be a drawing you create) that reflects your own morals, or ethics, or values.
Write 500 words that explain why you chose this image/object and how it reflects your morals, or ethics, or values.
Provide a brief description of the process of choosing the object/image (i.e. was the choice based on thought or feeling, was emotion involved in any way with your choice, how did you feel during the
reflection process)

Please include a picture of your object/image with your explanation
2. (2000) words
This task consists of a written reflective essay. You may use the first person where appropriate. You may also use headings as appropriate.
The purpose of this task is for students to critically reflect on their own values, (morals, and ethics) and also on stated social work professional values and ethics and explore both compatibility and tensions, where they exist. 
Students are required to discuss and reflect on their own experiences and reference relevant readings and theory related to ethics and the intersection of personal and professional values in social work practice.
Students are to focus their reflection on the following interrelated questions.
· Reflect on your own personal values – what are they and how were they formed? Identify and discuss some of the key influences in the development of your values? How will your personal values impact on your role as a social worker?
· Reflect on the AASW Code of Ethics as a guide for ethical professional practice. How do these ethical positions fit with your personal values? Are they aligned with your personal values? Are there areas of the Code that are not aligned with your personal values? One way to explore this is to discuss a specific social work scenario you’re aware of – though reading or your knowledge of work in the field so far – where you might anticipate particular tensions or conflicts or challenges to your personal values and ethics.
· Reflect on the statement ‘Unconditional positive regard for the other is a core ethical position for professional social work practice’. What challenges might this ethical position bring about?
Notes for guidance with this assessment:
As with any assessment task, the key is to answer the question fully in the space provided.
Looking at this question you can see that there are several elements, each of which need to be addressed to fully answer the question.
Here there are three main ‘questions’ to address, however each contains a secondary question or questions.
For example, the first ‘question’ asks you to reflect your own personal values, and here I would include your own moral position and or ethical position, if that is a useful way to think. You are also asked to reflect upon how these values formed and how they impact on your professional role – either now or into the future. The second and third questions follow a similar pattern.
I would suggest that you briefly develop an ‘essay plan’ to assist you in answering the question fully. Note that in addition to the elements of the question, you also need to address the elements of the marking rubric
In constructing your essay, you are expected to draw on the course texts listed and other material as appropriate. A minimum of 8 academic references are required and note this is the minimum– demonstration of broader research is a critical component for attracting higher marks.  
You must also include a Bibliography or Reference list – which will not be counted in the word limit.

