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Activity 1: Understanding a Text 

Plagiarism Exercises: Paraphrasing, Summarising Information 

Task 1: What do you understand by the following texts. Summarise your 
understanding of the following texts to avoid plagiarism. 

 

Why a high society is a free society 

A. C. Grayling 

 

a) One measure of a good society is whether its individual members have the 
autonomy to do as they choose in respects that principally concern only 
them. The debate about heroin, cocaine and marijuana touches precisely on 
this. In my submission, a society in which such substances are legal and 
available is a good society not because drugs are in themselves good, but 
because the autonomy of those who wish to use them is respected. For 
other and broader reasons, many of them practical, such a society will be a 
better one.  
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b) I have never taken drugs other than alcohol, nicotine, caffeine, and 
medicinal drugs. Of these, I have for many years not taken the two former. I 
think it is inimical to a good life to be dependent for pleasure and personal 
fulfilment on substances which gloss or distort reality and interfere with 
rationality; and yet I believe that heroin, cocaine, marijuana, ecstasy and 
cognates of these should be legal and available in exactly the same way as 
nicotine and alcohol. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) In logic [there] is no difference between legal and currently illegal drugs. 
Both are used for pleasure, relief from stress or anxiety, and ‘holidaying’ 
from normal life, and both are, in different degrees, dangerous to health. 
Given this, consistent policy must do one of two things: criminalise the use 
of nicotine and alcohol, in order to bring them in line with currently illegal 
substances; or legalise currently illegal substances under the same kinds of 
regime that govern nicotine and alcohol. 
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d) On civil liberties grounds the latter policy is preferable because there is no 
justification in a good society for policing behaviour unless, in the form of 
rape, murder, theft, riot or fraud, it is intrinsically damaging to the social 
fabric, and involves harm to unwilling third parties. Good law protects in 
these respects; bad law tries to coerce people into behaving according to 
norms chosen by people who claim to know and to do better than those for 
whom they legislate. But the imposition of such norms is an injustice. By all 
means let the disapprovers argue and exhort; giving them the power to 
coerce and punish as well is unacceptable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

e) Almost everyone who wishes to try drugs, does so; almost everyone who 
wishes to make use of drugs does it irrespective of their legal status. 
Opponents say legalisation will lead to unrestrained use and abuse. Yet the 
evidence is that where laws have been relaxed there is little variation in 
frequency or kind of use.  

 
 

 

 


