Masters in Surgery by Module - MCh – 45 ECTS

Research Dissertation - Presentation Regulations
Writing up the Assignment

The writing style should be clear, concise and easy to understand.  The active voice is preferred to a passive construction: ``I/we wrote the report” rather than ``the report was written''.  Avoid conventions such as “The writer considers” when describing your own opinions.  This leads only to confusion for the reader.  If it is actually your own considered opinion you should state that e.g. “I recommend that the following is implemented” rather than “The following are the recommendations arising from this research”. 

We would advise using a spell check and grammar check on all work.

How to start

Set the brief:

•Message: What are your research aims? 

What is/are your research question/s ?
•Audience: who are the target readers?

•Pay-off: how will you measure your research outcomes? 

•Length: how much should you write?  Maximum 10% under or over the word count allowed –10,000. (range 9,000 – 11,000)
•Timelines: when should you finish each stage of your research project?
Organise your material:

•Ask questions around your main message 

•Leave out irrelevant information

•Organise around the established dissertation structure

•Write & rewrite
Dissertation structure:

Cover, Title page, Declaration, Contents, Acknowledgments, Abstract, Introduction/Background and Significance of the study, Literature review, Methods, Results, Discussion, References, and Appendices.

Cover title: The front cover must bear the title of the work, the name of the student, the qualification for which the work is submitted (MCh) and the year of submission.

Copies:

Please upload your final submission through Turnitin on Moodle (it is not necessary to submit any printed copies)
Paper Quality: A4 size paper of good quality should be used.

Layout: Margins at the edge will be no less than 40 mm and other margins not less than 20mm.  Double or one and a half spacing is recommended, except for table of contents, indented quotations, the abstract and all letters, where single spacing is used.
Pagination: Pages should be numbered consecutively throughout the dissertation, including appendices.  Page numbers should be located centrally at the bottom of the page.

Title Page: Concise title – not more than 15 words

Indicate the topic and the population being studied.  Give the title careful thought. It should catch the reader’s attention and inform them of the main focus of the work.  

Author name:



Student Number:

Submission date:




Actual Thesis Word Count: Excluding tables/Figures/References
Degree for which this dissertation is being submitted (e.g. a dissertation submitted in part fulfilment of the degree of Master of Surgery, Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, Dublin.
Supervisors Name:

Contents Page

· Demonstrates that you are a logical thinker, able to organise logically.

· Allows reader to find way around easily.

· This should follow the title page and include in the following order: -

· Chapters and their subheadings

· References and appendices should be listed following all other sections.

· The List of Tables following the main contents’ page should contain details of all tables with page numbers.

· The List of Figures following the main contents’ page or list of tables (whichever is relevant) should contain details of all figures with page numbers.

· Relevant page numbers of the above should be included in the contents page.

Acknowledgements

· This should follow the table of contents page
· Students can acknowledge those who have provided support services in the process of this research dissertation.  It can also include those who participated in the research, the organisation in which your research took place (without naming the place).

Abstract

The purpose of the abstract is to allow the reader to judge whether your dissertation is interesting, realistic and feasible.

· The abstract should be a brief but comprehensive summary of the dissertation

· Approximate length 200-300 words with single line spacing, one paragraph on one side of A4.

· It is usually the last section to be written but the first to be read by reviewers

· The abstract must be written in a language that could be understood by an informed lay person

· It must communicate the essential parts of the dissertation and follow the same order as the dissertation

· It should include:

· Your research problem or question
· Why the problem is important – Study rationale
· Methods

· Results - Main findings including data
· Conclusion - Implications in the light of other research
Abbreviations and references should not be included in an abstract.
Areas in Bold and Underlined Should Act as Main Headings

Subheadings are in bold only
Structuring your Chapters

Your chapters should be divided using sections and subsections as required. You are best to use headings and subheadings and number these subsections, e.g. Chapter 1 sections may be numbered as follows, 1.1, 1.2 etc. and Chapter 2 may be numbered 2.1, 2.2 etc. (See appendices 2 and 3 for samples). This provides the reader with ‘signposts’ throughout your dissertation and you can refer to something in a subsection that you may return to later. The figures should be labeled as figure 1, 2, 3, as they appear in the text. The tables should also be labeled table 1, 2, 3 as they are presented. 

General Notes on Structure

Briefly tell the reader what you are going to address at the beginning of each chapter and provide a brief summary at the end of the chapter. Each chapter should stand alone. This will remind the reader of the key points throughout your dissertation.

The following headings may be used as the main chapters of your dissertation

Chapter 1.
Introduction and Significance of the Study

Answers the question: What is this thesis about? 

Explain:

· Why you have chosen this topic rather than any other

· Why this topic interests you

· What relevance the topic has to primary care

· The background of the topic you propose to study should be addressed
· Include your research question and aim of the study here so that the reader is focused on the direction of your study.
· The kind of research approach you will utilise

· You should also include what you hope to gain from studying the topic.

· Definition of Terms: In a positivist study you should define key terms and an explanation of variables used in your study. In a non-positivist study there will be no definition of terms. However, if you are using unfamiliar terms or you are defining a term in a particular way you should address these meanings here. It may be useful to use footnotes for these explanations.

· 2-3 pages in length
Chapter 2.
The Literature Review


The purpose of the review is to place the proposed study in the context of previous research.  It will also inform the reader about what is already known and researched about the topic, and gives you an opportunity to display your scholarly skills.  If a qualitative approach is used you will carry out a brief review of the literature initially and return to the literature again following data analysis. You need to make this explicit to the reader.
The content of the literature review should include:

· What do we already know about the topic?

· What do you have to say critically about the articles/topic?

· Has anyone else ever done exactly the same?

· Has anyone else done anything related?

· Where does your work fit in with what has gone before? 

· Why is your research worth doing in the light of what has already been done? 
· Principles of the literature review:

· Be focused (leave out literature not relevant to the main focus of the dissertation).

· Be critical of the literature.

· Avoid mere description (e.g. Smith stated this…, Bloggs stated that….).

Introduction to the Literature Review
· You should outline how you intend to organise the literature review 
· Give an overview of the amount of research in the topic area
· Identify the sources of literature utilised in the review of the literature
Subsections 

· You may like to use subsections within the literature review
· The title of these subsections should give an indication of the content discussed
· Generally start off with an overview of the topic and focus down so that your final section indicates which direction you plan to go with your dissertation
· Under the subsections you need to do the following
1. Discuss and summarise the current knowledge on the topic and related literature.  Evaluate the major themes, issues and arguments
2. Identify gaps in the current knowledge on the topic
3. Identify methodological issues of studies reviewed.  This could include:
· The type of research perspective and research approaches employed in the studies reviewed
· The sampling methods and the main methods of data collection 
· Limitations of the studies reviewed 
· Suggest possible perspective and approaches to future research 
All of the above will help you to develop a rationale for studying the topic and points the way towards the most appropriate research perspective and approach for your dissertation.  It thus provides a means of justification for your methodology.

Summary of Literature
· Summarise the main points from the review indicating any gaps and inconsistencies. (Use an evidence-based approach)
· Outline the focus and rationale for your research dissertation.
· State your research question clearly. 
· Aims/Objective/Hypotheses (where appropriate). These should be clearly stated and the concepts in the research question well defined. 
Chapter 3
Research Methodology 
This chapter consists of several subsections 

Introduction

You should provide a brief introduction outlining what this chapter will address.  Remind the reader of your research question and the aim(s) of your study here again.

Statement of the Purpose

· State the purpose of the study in 1 or 2 sentences
· This statement should be in the present tense (e.g. The purpose of this study is …)
Research Design 

· For the research design you must indicate the research perspective and approach chosen.  The design you chose must answer the research question being asked
· Give a description of the design you have carried out.  Justify your reasons for selecting it.  Some of this justification will come from the literature.
Study Setting

· You should state where the study took place without identifying the organisation.  For example “a large rural area in Ireland serving a population of….”

· You will also need to discuss how you gained access to the research study setting.

· Examples of letters that you sent to the gatekeepers of the research setting should be included in the appendix

Study population

Identify and describe the subjects studied and how they were recruited.

Sample

· A sampling plan should be identified and described such that the reader can judge the adequacy of the technique
· Inclusion and exclusion criteria, where appropriate, may be included
· The best sampling technique will depend on the research question and design used
· You will need to justify the sample method chosen 
· The sample size should be indicated along with the rationale for this decision
· It is acceptable to identify where the sampling may be less than ideal because of time, resource or other constraints

Data Collection

· You must describe all instruments that will be used in the proposed study.  For example if you are using a questionnaire discuss the length, the type of questions and the length of time it takes to complete and why you selected this instrument over alternatives
· Copies of the instrument and permission to use them may be obtained from the authors and included in the appendix
· If you plan to use self-developed questionnaires then you will need to justify them and indicate how  they were validated
· If using an interview guide this guide should be included in the Appendix.

· If you are using interviews you will need to give details on the type of interview done and justify your decision 
· Report on the validity and reliability of the instruments 
· Outline how you went about collecting the data 

Pilot Study

· Your pilot test/pilot interview should be discussed with your supervisor before undertaking this part of your study.

· Discuss how you pre-tested your data collection instruments. Generally you should pilot test 10% of your questionnaires.

· If interviewing one interview can be pilot tested. This interview should be transcribed and analysed.

· If using participant observation choose a situation as similar as possible to the one you will be entering and take field notes.

· You are advised to send a copy of your piloted data to your supervisor and gain advice on any modifications necessary.

· The respondents you use for your pilot study should be from the same population as those in your main study.

· As part of your piloting stage, you should also key in your data to the software package chosen for quantitative data analysis. This way you can decide what statistical tests you wish to use to analyse your numerical data. 

· For qualitative research you should use thematic analysis or any other (e.g. Colazzi) appropriate to your chosen approach.

· You need to make reference to any changes, which you made to the data collection instruments following this pilot test.

· In your dissertation you should describe any pilot studies carried out.

Data Analysis 
· Identify and discuss the method of data analysis you employed.
· If quantitative data state which statistical data analysis package you used and which statistical tests. Provide references for any tests not in common usage.
· If qualitative data state what type of data analysis method was used.
· Again you will need to justify your decisions in relation to the data analysis method you select 
· Remember that your research should be replicable by anyone who reads your dissertation.

Issues of Reliability and Validity

· You need to indicate in this section how you ensured reliability and validity in the study
· Discuss the trustworthiness and rigour of the study.  
Ethical and Legal Considerations

· This section should address any relevant ethical issues pertaining to your study.  Your dissertation should demonstrate that you have explored the full range of ethical and issues and you should address the issues that were submitted to or raised by a Research Ethics Committee.

· You should include a copy of the letter sent to the Ethics Committee and the response where appropriate (remember not to identify names of places or people).

· You will also need to address the practical issues of recruitment, confidentiality, anonymity and privacy.
Chapter 4 Results

It is important to introduce this section by letting the reader know how you will present your data.
· Describe your settings and subjects in terms of demographics.

· Give your main findings, followed by other findings of interest.

· Do NOT include discussion of results in this section.  Results should be presented in a factual way and comments or discussion of the results kept for the discussion section. 

· An exception may be the presentation of qualitative data where results and discussion may be more appropriately joined together.

Chapter 5 Discussion and Conclusion

· At the start of this chapter remind the reader of the aim of your study and indicate how you will structure this discussion.
· Summary of main findings.  These should be presented and discussed.

· Comparison with other literature.  Your results should be compared and contrasted with previous literature in order to both set them in the context of the breadth of literature and to highlight where your study has challenged or added to the previous literature.

· Strengths & limitations of the study.  Discuss the strengths and limitations resulting from your data collection and analysis as these may affect any recommendations you make.
· Implications for further research & policy.  Further research questions posed by your research should be discussed.

· Any policy implications from your work should also be discussed.  

· You should include how you intend disseminating your findings.
· Some reflection of the impact of carrying out the work on yourself and your work should be included here.

· Conclusion.  What were the main conclusions from your work?
References

· This section lists all the sources of information used in the dissertation  

· You may use either the Vancouver or Harvard style of referencing providing one of these styles is standardised throughout.  

Appendices

· Appendices are put in the order in which they are cited in the text.
· All supporting documents should be placed in the appendix.  For example, copies of the instruments used, letters seeking permission for access to the research site and letters granting permission to use the research tools, participants information leaflet, informed consent form and the letter to the ethics committee.
Note:
Appendices and reference lists are not included in the word count.
Marking

The dissertations are double marked using a standardised rubric. Marks are awarded for the quality of the dissertation as outlined above.  Weaknesses that consistently lead to loss of marks include:

· Poor spelling and grammar.  Use a spelling and grammar check and ask a friend to proof read it!
· Poor research question or poor definition of the concepts in the research question.

· Lack of critique of studies cited in the literature review.  It is expected that the skills of critical analysis will be evident in the literature review.  Key studies need to be clearly described and critiqued!

· Poor discussion of results – particularly how they fit with previous literature and their relevance to future research and policy.  In particular, there has been poor discussion of the strengths and weaknesses of the research.
Wishing you every success with your dissertation from the MCh Team.



MM June 2024


