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	Assignment Overview

	The assignment will enable students to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the theories, principles and practices of tourism and society.  The essay theme is ‘What are the current issues and challenges in tourism development?’

	

	This assignment has been designed to provide you with an opportunity to demonstrate your achievement of the following module learning outcomes:

	LO 1
	Understand and explain sociological theories, principles and practices related to tourism and society.

	LO 2
	Demonstrate an understanding of key concepts, including of tourism and society and how different socio-cultural, political, and economic contexts influence principles and practices of sustainability.

	LO 4
	Demonstrate appropriate academic writing skills, referencing and good academic practice.

	

	Assignment Task and Requirements

	The issues and challenges of tourism in society


WHAT ARE YOU ASKED TO DO?

Prepare a 2,000-word essay that demonstrates your understanding of the theories, principles and practices of tourism and society.  

This essay requires you to include all the following:

Introduction (300 words) 
Introduce the essay topic:
A discussion of the dynamic interrelationship between tourism and society - why is this topic important for the development of tourism as an industry and society now and in the future?

To provide the discussion, you should 
i. provide an overview of the aims of the essay,
ii. outline the interrelationship between tourism and society through an investigation of relevant sociological theories, principles, and practices, (it is beneficial to give a definition of sociology, and to identify different socio-cultural, political, and economic contextual influences on the sustainability of tourism)
iii. showcase your understanding of the interaction and interdependence of people, places, and processes in the tourism sector. 


First core section (500 words) 
Evaluate the negative economic impacts of tourism on the society:
An evaluation of the negative economic impacts of tourism on society – to what extent negative issues and challenges in the tourism development can jeopardise the economic development in the society?

To provide the evaluation, you should 
i. consolidate research evidence and statistical data to showcase the negative economic impacts of tourism development (you may also make arguments based on deteriorating positive economic impacts),
ii. explain possible interrelatedness among negative issues and challenges, 
iii. comment on the overall impacts on the economic development in the society. 

In addition to research evidence and statistical data, students are also expected to apply relevant theories and concepts.

Second core section (500 words) 
Evaluate other negative impacts of tourism on the society:
An evaluation of negative impacts of tourism other than economic ones on society – what are the holistic impacts of tourism to the wellbeing of the entire society?

To provide the evaluation, you should 
i. consolidate research evidence and statistical data to showcase various negative impacts of tourism development (other than economic impacts, such as socio-cultural, political, and environmental),
ii. explain possible interrelatedness among negative issues and challenges (including economic ones), 
iii. comment on the overall impacts on the wellbeing in the society. 

In addition to research evidence and statistical data, students are also expected to apply relevant theories and concepts.

Third core section (400 words) 
Anticipate the future development of the interrelationship between tourism and society:
Outline possible scenarios of future tourism and society – how may the interrelationship between tourism and society evolve in the future?

To provide the anticipation, you should 
i. consolidate research findings to outline possible scenarios of negative trends and challenges in the future,
ii. comment and explain the overall impacts in those scenarios. 

You may draw research findings from academic studies as well as industrial reports.  In addition, relevant theories such as the tourism life cycle can be useful to explain for your comments.  

Conclusion (300 words) 
Give conclusive remarks:
Consolidate your key findings and give overall conclusive remarks – to what extent the tourism sector will continue to be crucial to the entire society?  Is it pertinent to address those negative issues and challenges now?

To provide the remarks, you should 
i. pick several key (NOT all) findings, defend your choice by explaining their importance,
ii. comment and explain your opinions about the future of the interrelationship between tourism and society,
iii. comment on the pertinence to address the negative issues and challenges now.


Important:
Your essay must be based on reliable research and supported with a minimum of 15 different sources.  Academic concepts and theories, as well as research findings, must be properly cited in accordance with the CCCU Harvard Referencing Style.

Headers, pictures and graphs, bold or italics fonts should NOT be used in the body of the text on academic essays.  Should you believe informative diagrams and graphs be useful, please attach them on the appendix.

Marking criteria are available separately on the Moodle.

Students must attach the cover sheet given onto their essays and complete all the particulars on the cover sheet.  The cover sheet is available on the Moodle.






Indicative resources:
Recommended texts 
Kozak, M.E. (2015). Tourism Development. Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing. Available at: https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=sso&db=nlebk&AN=1061675&site=eds-live
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