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Assessment 3: Critical evaluation 
Due:             Week 6 Thursday 11pm
Weighting:  45%
Length:        1200 words
Task
A critical evaluation of your development as a student throughout this unit. This critical evaluation essay requires you to review your journey so far in the Preparing for Success Program (PSP), and to critically analyse four strategies you have used throughout your studies. 
These strategies must include one goal setting and one time/self- management, and two other strategies. You may use the first person (e.g., “I” & “my”) in this assessment; however, you must use academic language throughout your essay. Do not use other personal pronouns such as you, your.

This critical evaluation should: 
 identify and describe each of the four strategies you have used;
 evaluate the strengths and limitations of each strategy supported with evidence from relevant sources, one source for each strength, and one source for each limitation;
 discuss how each strategy can be revised and improved for future use in your academic studies;
 have a logical structure, correct spelling, punctuation and grammar, with a 1200 word limit; and
 use a minimum of six scholarly sources.
 Use the sources from myReadings and/or find your own scholarly sources. 
 Cite all sources (in-text citations) and reference correctly in the reference list, according to APA 7th edition referencing guidelines.

Word limit
 The word limit is 1200 words. That is plus or minus 10%. The word count includes in-text citations, but excludes reference list entries. 
Submission of assessment task 
Go to Assessment tasks and submission> Assessment 3 > Submit Assessment 3 here and upload your critical evaluation essay through Turnitin. 
Refer to the Marking Criteria (on the next page) to see how your assessment will be marked.








Marking criteria
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Referencing using APA
7th edition style (8%).

Writing style (10%).

Excellent and appropriate
use of referencing. APA 7th
edition style used
throughout. Sources
correctly referenced and
cited.

Very well written with
excellent use of academic
language. Essay flows
exceptionally well.

Very good and appropriate
use of referencing. Sources
mostly correctly referenced
and cited.

‘Well written with very good
use of academic language.
Essay flows very well.

Good and appropriate use of
referencing. Some errors in
referencing and/ or citations.

Good writing style with good
use of academic language.
Essay mostly flows well.

‘Adequate use of referencing with
errorsin references and/ or
citations.

Satisfactory writing style and
developing use of academic
language.

Insufficient amount
and/ or incorrect use of
references and
citations. APA 7th
edition referencing
guidelines not followed.

Very poor writing style
with little or no use of

academic language.
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Criteria

Identify and describe
each strategyina
topic sentence (4%)

Critically evaluate the
four strategies,
identifying their
strengths and

imitations supported
by scholarly sources
(10%).

Discuss how each
strategy may be used
and adapted for
future studies (5%).

Structure, spelling,
punctuation,
grammar; within 10%
word count (8%).

Levels of Achievement

High Distinction (HD)
Excellent identification and
description of a relevant
goal setting and time/self-
management strategy, and
two other strategies. Clear
and focused topic sentence
for each strategy.

Very clear and relevant use
ofliterature to support
sophisticated evaluation of
the four strategies, their
strengths and limitations.
Uses a minimum of six
scholarly sources.

Considered and thoughtful
discussion of how each
strategy may be used and
‘adapted for future studies.
Each strategy supported
with lear and relevant
examples.

Essay is exceptionally well
structured and easy to
follow. Excellent and
consistent spelling.
punctuation and grammar
with minimal errors, Within
10% of word count.

Distinction (D)

Very good identification and
description of a relevant
goal setting and time/self-
management strategy, and
two other strategies. Clear
and focused topic sentence
for each strategy.

Clear and relevant use of
literature to support a
considered evaluation of
the four strategies, their
strengths and limitations.
Uses a minimum of six
scholarly sources.

Considered discussion of
how each strategy may be
used and adapted for future
studies. Each strategy
supported with lear
examples.

Essay is very well structured
and easy to follow. Very
‘good spelling, punctuation
and grammar with some
errors. Within 10% of word
count.

Credit (C)

Good identification and
description of a relevant goal
setting and time/self-
management strategy and two
other strategies. Topic
sentences are mostly clear and
focused.

Mostly clear and relevant use
oflterature to support an
evaluation of the four
strategies, their strengths and
limitations. Uses a minimum of
six sources, some of which are
scholarly.

‘Some thoughtful discussion of
how each strategy may be
used and adapted for future
studies. Supported with some.
examples.

Essay is competently
structured and reasonably
easy to follow. In general, good
spelling, punctuation, and
‘grammar, however some
minor inconsistencies and/or
errors. Within 10% of word
count,

Pass (P)

‘Adequate identification and
description of a goal setting and
time/self- management strategy
and two other strategies. Attempt
atwriting a topic sentence for each
strategy.

Attempt at evaluation of strategies,
their strengths and limitations with
some reference to the literature.

Some attempt at discussion and
inclusion of how each strategy may
be used and adapted for future
studies. Minimal supporting
examples provided.

‘Adequately structured although at
times difficult to follow. Issues with
inconsistencies/errors with
spelling, punctuation and/or
grammar. Not within 10% of word
count.

Incomplete (F)

Poor or no
identification and
description of goal
setting and time/self-
management strategy
and other two
strategies.

Little or no evaluation
of strategies and their
strengths and
limitations. Makes little
or noreference to the
scholarly literature.

No discussion of how
each strategy may be
used and adapted for
future studies and no
reference to adaptation
for future studies.

Very poorly structured
and difficult to follow;
many issues with
spelling, punctuation
and/or grammar. Not
within 10% of word
count.





