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~ Question - What are the key anthropological issues in the relationship between humans and cattle in the
Australan ive catte expor rade? Why did so many Austraians want o rescue catle fom the e export
process?

Wite an anthvopological essay!

- Psychology, health sciences, ethology, bilogy,history,philosophy and animal ights discourses allinform
an anthropological perspective, but they are not a substitute for an anthropological perspective.

- Always look for the social and cutural dimensions of the human/animal ssue you are investigating.

Further details of both essay questions will be discussed and made available n class. Students should
keep a copy of all assignments submitted for assessment.

'GRADING CRITERIA AND FEEDBACK: SEE GRADING CRITERIA AND ASSESSMENT RUBRIC BELOW FOR FURTHER
DETALS.

TAUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

50~ 100%

Truly exceptional work

Displays genuine originality and sophistication of thought. Informed, up-to-date, also highy independent
brdpersuasive

~Exceptionally advanced conceptually and/or analytically
Methodologically sophisticated

Shows evidence of wide, enterprising and relevant reading, both primary and secondary
#0595
Outstanding work

Displeys intellectual sophistcation and some capasyfo oiginal thought
nformed, upto-date, sustains  clar, cogent and persuasive argument
Advanced conceptually and/or analyically

 Shows evidence of wide reading which has been effectively assimilated
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1870 - 79%

Strong to very sirong work

Highly competent in conceptual discursive and interpreive areas
~Evidence of insight nto topic and materal

Informed by dilgent and inteligent research

‘Shows awareness of methodological issues relevant to the topic, but does not pursue these rigorously o n|
Hetail

60-69%

Competentin skils of argumentation and interpretation
‘Sound use of sources

Can organise material but argument may lack larity, or be very derivative, o be poorly sructured.
latemativey it may be good work which goes asiray a crucial points

Adequate research and assimilation of relevant background material
\ Generalle denendent unon lecture and torial material
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“Adequate and passable

Lacks sophistication but has some understanding of the material and basic skl of argumentation and
rpretation

May be poorly structured
Work willtend to be derivative and uneven in quality
cal





image1.png
The Essay Question
- Chose one the 7 themes of human/animal elations listed above and wrte an essay on the key.
anthropological issues surounding the theme of your choice.

«Feel free o instance and ilustrate your argument by rferring to particular sub-themes or areas of most
interest.

In Other Words.
What has anthropology to say about one of the following: Animals and...

- or Human/animal boundaries
‘Some Examples:
Example 1

1 was thinking about wiiting something about animals in circus fife and entertainment.So, basing it
‘mainly around economics and animals (sic) position n that environment”

- Theme - Economy
- Sub-themes /instances - Animal labour in entertainment
- (0verlap issues - Rescue and welfare)

- Question - What are the key anthropological ssues in the relationship between humans and circus.
animals? How is animal work understood in the entertainment business?
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ASSESSMENT TASK 2 [ Ty —

One 2,500-word major essay 27May11.59pm  [60% |16

'SUBMISSION DETAILS

Major Essay Question

Themes (and sub-themes): Animals, Humans and...

1. Symbolism (social organisation, totemism, allegory, anthropomorphism..)

2. Communication (language, gesture, harbingers, augury, divination, intersubjectivity ..)
3. Economics (sustenance, food, labour, tilty ..)

4. Sport (contests, racing, recreation and gambling ..)

5. Companionship (attachment, surrogate humanity, new kinship ..)

6. Rescue (welfare, conservation, activism )

7. Human/animal boundaries (shamanism, neo-shamanism, post-humanism, post-speciesism, zoophilia,
Zzo00sex...)

« The sub-themes are not exhaustive, only indicative




image3.png
Example - 2
«Ive been thinking Id ke to do some kind of analysis of the discourses surrounding th live export fiasco'
last year. Im not exactly sure under which theme | woud sif it into though. It could come under symbolism
i terms of the way the animals were represented as ‘Australian’and how the issue carried qute concerning
antindonesian (or anti-musiim) sentiments whilst maintaining that here in Austrlia W' use the utmost
ethical standards (of slaughter..) butalso economics as it a very ucrative rade which a major partof our
economy apparently depends on . Also, I think it could work s a discursive analysis of welfare/ights
organisations and the

way which those ‘speaking on behalf of animals’ (al of them... great and smal) decry the practices of
Indonesia and other predominantly Muslim countties (Turkey, Jordan, Syria, Egypt..) whilt explicty sating
the animas should be slaughtered here, because in (weste, white, Christan, modern, rational, kin, take-
yourpick) Ausiralia we treat our animals well except or the odd incident o ‘outdated practicelike muesing

orbattery faming).
~Theme - Rescue

- Sub-themes / instances - nationalism and
xenophobia

- (Overlap issues - Symbolism and Economy)




