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Essay Topic for CORE 1020 Ethics – Semester 2 2022 

Background 

In this Course you will become familiar with three different approaches to ethics. Deontological and 
utilitarian ethics are both decision-making protocols. The method of moral enquiry strongly advocated 
in this course is virtue ethics, which focuses on personal character rather than decision-making. All 
three approaches counter moral relativism, the view that there are no universal or absolute set of 
moral principles, such that each person, community, or society is ‘on their own’ when it comes to 
determining right from wrong. In this essay, you will consider how such theories play out in real- 
world circumstances. 

 
Task 

You are to defend one or other of the following propositions, using your knowledge of moral theories 
and their implications to make your case: 

Proposition 1: Violent direct action is an acceptable form of civil disobedience in some circumstances. 
 

OR 

Proposition 2: Violent direct action is not an acceptable form of civil disobedience in any 
circumstances. 

 
Note that you ought to defend your position using just one of the moral theories; either utilitarianism, 
or deontology, or virtue ethics. 

 
Structure 

 

You must structure your essay according to the guidelines provided in the Essay Marking 
Rubric on Blackboard, namely: 
• Introduction (including ‘thesis statement’) 
• Main argument (‘justification for the thesis’) 
• Counterargument (‘primary objection’) 
• Response to counterargument (‘reply to primary objection’) 
• Conclusion 

 
References and Referencing 

 

You must reference all of your sources using either Chicago Manual of Style 17th edition or 
the referencing style of your own School, including page numbers and a full Bibliography. 

 
Reference List 

 

The following sources will assist you to develop your argument. They cover a range of theoretical 
perspectives and practical approaches to the topic. You must use at least three of them. In addition, 
you can use two of your own references. Note that these references must be scholarly references, 
primarily journal articles or academic books, and peer reviewed. You can find these references 
through the University’s Library website. As well, you may use any of the CORE 1020 learning 
materials provided in Blackboard. The reference for one of the course’s slideshows is, for example: 

 
Lesson 7 Should Ethic be Based on Virtue? (2022). CORE 1020, University of Notre Dame Australia 
(Fremantle). 

 
The in-text reference would be: (Lesson 7, CORE 1020, 2022) 
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